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Appendix 8h: Partial and Symbolic Obedience 
Related to the Temple 
 

This page is part of a series exploring the laws of God that could be obeyed only when the Temple 
was present in Jerusalem. 

●​ Appendix 8a: The Laws of God That Require the Temple 
●​ Appendix 8b: The Sacrifices — Why They Cannot Be Kept Today 
●​ Appendix 8c: The Biblical Festivals — Why None of Them Can Be Kept Today 
●​ Appendix 8d: The Purification Laws — Why They Cannot Be Kept Without the Temple 
●​ Appendix 8e: Tithes and Firstfruits — Why They Cannot Be Kept Today 
●​ Appendix 8f: The Communion Service — The Last Supper of Jesus Was Passover 
●​ Appendix 8g: Nazarite and Vow Laws — Why They Cannot Be Kept Today 
●​ Appendix 8h: Partial and Symbolic Obedience Related to the Temple (This page). 
●​ Appendix 8i: The Cross and the Temple 

One of the greatest misunderstandings in modern religion is the belief that God accepts partial 
obedience or symbolic obedience in place of the commandments He gave. But the Law of God is 
precise. Every word, every detail, every boundary revealed through His prophets and through the 
Messiah carries the full weight of His authority. Nothing may be added. Nothing may be removed 
(Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32). The moment a person decides that a part of God’s Law may be altered, 
softened, substituted, or re-imagined, he no longer obeys God—he obeys himself. 

God’s precision and the nature of true obedience 
God never gave vague commandments. He gave exact commandments. When He commanded 
sacrifices, He gave details about the animals, the priests, the altar, the fire, the location, and the 
timing. When He commanded festivals, He defined the days, the offerings, the purity requirements, 
and the place of worship. When He commanded vows, He defined how they begin, how they 
continue, and how they must end. When He commanded tithes and firstfruits, He defined what is 
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brought, where it is brought, and who receives it. Nothing depended on human creativity or personal 
interpretation. 

This precision is not accidental. It reflects the character of the One who gave the Law. God is never 
careless, never approximate, never open to improvisation. He expects obedience to what He 
commanded, not to what people wish He had commanded. 

Therefore, when someone obeys a law partially—or replaces the required actions with symbolic 
actions—he is no longer obeying God. He is obeying a version of the command that he himself 
invented. 

Partial obedience is disobedience 
Partial obedience is the attempt to keep the “easy” or “convenient” elements of a command while 
discarding the elements that feel difficult, costly, or restrictive. But the Law does not come in 
fragments. To obey selectively is to refuse God’s authority over the parts being ignored. 

God warned Israel repeatedly that refusing even a single detail of His commandments was rebellion 
(Deuteronomy 27:26; Jeremiah 11:3-4). Jesus confirmed the same truth when He said that whoever 
relaxes even the least commandment is called least in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 5:17-19). 
The Messiah never granted permission to ignore the difficult parts while keeping the rest. 

It is important for all to understand  that the Temple-dependent laws were never abolished. God 
removed the Temple, not the Law. When the Law cannot be obeyed in full, partial obedience is not an 
option. The worshipper must honor the Law by refusing to modify it. 

Symbolic obedience is man-made worship 
Symbolic obedience is even more dangerous. It occurs when a person tries to replace an impossible 
command with a symbolic act designed to “honor” the original law. But God did not authorize symbolic 
substitutes. He did not allow Israel to replace sacrifices with prayers or festivals with meditations 
when the Temple still stood. He did not permit symbolic Nazarite vows. He did not permit symbolic 
tithes. He never told anyone that outward rituals could be replaced by simplified versions that humans 
could perform anywhere. 

To create symbolic obedience is to pretend that the physical impossibility of obedience caught God by 
surprise—as though God needs our help to “simulate” what He Himself removed. But this is an 
offense to God. It treats His commandments as flexible, His precision as negotiable, and His will as 
something that must be “assisted” by human creativity. 

Symbolic obedience is disobedience because it replaces the command that God spoke with 
something He did not speak. 
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When obedience becomes impossible, God requires restraint, 
not replacement 
When God removed the Temple, the altar, and the Levitical service, He made a decisive statement: 
certain commandments could no longer be carried out. But He did not authorize anything to take their 
place. 

The correct response to a commandment that cannot be obeyed physically is simple: 

Refrain from obeying until God restores the means of obedience. 

This is not disobedience. It is obedience to the boundaries God Himself has established. It is fear of 
the Lord expressed through humility and restraint. 

Inventing a symbolic version of the law is not humility—it is rebellion dressed as devotion. 

The danger of “doable variations” 
Modern religion often tries to create “doable variations” of commandments that God made impossible 
to perform: 

●​ A communion service invented to replace the Passover sacrifice 
●​ A 10 percent financial donation replacing the tithe God defined 
●​ Festival “rehearsals” replacing the commanded offerings in Jerusalem 
●​ Symbolic Nazarite practices replacing the actual vow 
●​ Ritual “purity teachings” replacing the biblical purity system 

Each of these practices follows the same pattern: 

1.​ God gave a precise command. 
2.​ God removed the Temple, making obedience impossible. 
3.​ Humans invented a modified version they can perform. 
4.​ They call it obedience. 

But God does not accept replacements for His commandments. He only accepts the obedience He 
Himself defined. 

To create a replacement is to imply that God made a mistake—that He expected continued obedience 
but failed to preserve the means of obedience. It treats human ingenuity as a solution to a “problem” 
God supposedly overlooked. This is an insult to God’s wisdom. 
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Obedience today: honoring the Law without altering it 
The correct posture today is the same posture required throughout Scripture: obey everything God 
has made possible, and refuse to alter what He has not made possible. 

●​ We obey the commandments that do not depend on the Temple. 
●​ We honor the commandments that do depend on the Temple by refusing to modify them. 
●​ We reject partial obedience. 
●​ We reject symbolic obedience. 
●​ We fear God enough to obey only what He commanded, in the way He commanded it. 

This is true faith. This is true obedience. Anything else is man-made religion. 

The heart that trembles at His Word 
God is pleased with the worshipper who trembles at His Word (Isaiah 66:2) — not the worshipper 
who remodels His Word to make it convenient or possible. A humble person refuses to invent new 
laws to replace those God has temporarily placed beyond reach. He recognizes that obedience must 
always match the command that God actually spoke. 

The Law of God remains perfect. Nothing has been abolished. But not every command can be 
obeyed today. The faithful response is to refuse partial obedience, reject symbolic obedience, and 
honor the Law exactly as God gave it. 
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